
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
“A Free and Form Follower of Jesus” 

(Lukas 9,51-62) 

 
 



 
 

 

 

   The direct way from Galilee to Jerusalem is through Samaria. But the Jews usually 

avoided this direct way. Why? It was because of the centuries old rivalry and deep-seated 

animosity between the Jews and the Samaritans. And Jesus and His disciples were not 

allowed to pass through Samaria for Jerusalem. Thus James and John concluded it would 

do them good when they suggested the destruction of Samaria. They had been rejected 

so they believed that the Samaritans deserved a severe punishment.  

  

 But Jesus would never permit revenge or retaliation. Jesus will never allow 

destruction of someone or of something. He opted for peace. He desired tolerance. He 

manifested patience towards them. He was pointing out to them that retaliation would 

only deepen hatred and division. Jesus showed the best solution with the biblical verse 

which says, and they journeyed to another village. Here we can see that it is not right to face 

anger with anger. It is not good to confront hatred with hatred. It is not to resort to 

violence. Besides we cannot correct a mistake by another mistake. 

 

 Now if we have been refused or turned away we should not lose our self-control. If 

someone did us wrong or had hurt us, we must not consider that person as an enemy to 

be destroyed but as a misguided person who must be recovered by forgiveness. We must 

look at that person not with indifference but with understanding. Mercy must reign in 

our hearts, not vengeance.  

 

 Why is this so? It is because Jesus did that to us. It is the way of Jesus. Even if we 

refused and rejected Him or turned Him down and walked away from Him. Jesus did 

not become vengeful or bitter. He did not punish us. Jesus continued to extend His 

friendship and offered His life for our redemption. He is always ready to welcome us 

back. He is swift to forgive. Jesus is always available to rescue us, to love us, and to bring 

us back to the Father. 

 

 We can see ourselves in the attitudes of the three persons in today’s gospel. They were 

called and they signified their intention to follow Jesus. We, like them, have the ability to 

answer God’s call. We and they can do it. But like them, we lack the proper motivation 

to be true and faithful to Jesus. We cannot make Jesus the number one and only one 

priority in our lives. Yet, Jesus with His attitude towards the Samaritans and those three 



 
 

 

people who refused His call still showed a caring and understanding heart. He answered 

them and He is telling us now. 

 

 First. Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere 

to rest his head (v. 58). Jesus was reminding the man and us to think it over and over 

again, to be more serious about it, and to count the cost of following Him. Jesus was 

telling the man that he must be ready for sacrifices and hardships. To follow Him entails 

accepting the cross and crucifixion. Following Jesus impels self-giving and sufferings. 

And Jesus wanted the man and us to realize these and not be carried away by emotions 

and fleeting feelings.  

 

  

 Anyone who wants to follow Jesus must not have a pain-free and cross-less idea of 

discipleship. Anyone who follows Jesus must be ready for self-denial and self-discipline. 

He must be ready for rejection like the rejection of the Samaritans and be ready to be 

ridiculed. He must be available for the cross and even for his own crucifixion. Jesus here 

does not want followers who are just carried away by sympathy or by sweet talk. He does 

not want followers who have wrong ideas of rewards and material recognitions. 

 

 Second. Let the dead bury their dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God 

(v. 60). Family ties and obligations are not valid excuses for not heeding the call of God. 

God will take good care of those whom we love. God will attend to those whom we have 

left behind. Jesus assured us. Amen, I say to you, there is no one who has given up house or 

wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God who will not receive(back) 

an overabundant return in this present age and eternal life in the age to come (Lk 18:29-30). Thus 

we must take God the first and foremost priority in our life. God’s works must be our 

first duties and obligations. Anything and anyone cannot take precedence before God.  

 

 Third. No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit 

for the kingdom of God (v. 62). God’s works are very urgent and necessary. God’s call is 

clear and precise. God demands immediate and active response. We cannot be decisive. 

We must not procrastinate. We should act and decide now. We should not postpone our 

decisions and actions. And when we do God’s work, we must put our whole heart and 

mind in it. We give the best of ourselves to fulfill what God wants us to accomplish. Thus 

there is no second job or sideline. We don’t moonlight. Let us then remember what Jesus 



 
 

 

tells us: No one can serve two masters. He will either hate one or love the other or be devoted to 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (Mt 6:24). 

 

Story 

 

 This is a beautiful and touching experience of Blessed Mother Theresa. While she was 

walking down the street in London, she saw a tall, thin man at the corner. He was dirty 

and miserable. Mother Theresa approached him, shook his hand and asked him how he 

was. She informed him how she could be of help, how she could be of service if needed. 

The man looked up to her and said, “Oh, after such a very long time I feel the warmth of a 

human hand.” And then there was a beautiful smile on his face. 

 

Challenges 

 

1. Why do we run away from Jesus? Why do we avoid Him or hide from Him? 

2. Why should we not let Jesus enter into our hearts, into our lives? Why should we 

not let Jesus control us or direct us? 

 

We now pray 

 

 My Lord Jesus, 

 My God and Savior, 

 You are loving and caring, 

 You are our way and our life.   
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